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courtl; while professional pleaders were afforded scope
for their activities2. For these various reasons the pie-
powder court, and the law which it administered, merit
close attention. Throughout the Middle Ages and beyond
England was covered with a network of courts, which in
number and energy were scarcely inferior to the rural
courts of the townships3. At the same time they must
have contributed greatly to the consolidation of a body of
mercantile law, which in its turn has been an important
source of modern jurisprudence.
Decline oj      It is difficult to determine with any degree of certainty
the period at which English fairs began to decline either in
numbers or importance.   In 1335 it was said that " foreigners
do not come to St. Botolph's fair as they used to do "4, while
in 1416 we are told5 that the holding of St. Botolph's fair
had entirely ceased ' now for many years past', and doubt-
less other fairs also decayed.   This, however, only means
that the tidal waves of commerce had receded from certain
places, and now visited more convenient centres.   Thus the
decline of St. Botolph's fair, which was very marked in
the Tudor era, was largely due to the withdrawal of the
Hansards.    " The Easterlings ", says Leland,   " left their
course of merchandise to Boston, and since the town sore
decayed"6.   Another factor in the decline of the city was
the decay of the river and the development of new trade
routes.   In every century, in fact, there were the inevitable
changes in the localization of trade, and in the nature of
things  one fair superseded another.    In  1363  a patent
recites7 that the fair of St. Ives had not been held ' for
twenty   years   and   more',   owing   to   the   absence   of
foreign traders, and a similar assertion was made in 1442;
apparently in the interim the fair had recovered its old
position.   St. Giles's fair undoubtedly declined in the four-
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